The Centro Colombo Americano in Medellín 
Founded in 1947 by a group of American and Colombian citizens, the Centro Colombo Americano of Medellín is a cultural institution and is considered as one of the leading bi-national centers in Colombia and in Latin America in cultural exchange.

[image: image7.jpg]LEGADO DE UNA AMISTAD

Centro Colombo Americano de Medellin
0 afos

|
|
|
i





[image: image1]
The Centro Colombo Americano is a self-sustaining organization that receives donations for special projects, but our main income comes from its English teaching programs for all ages. The General Director is chosen by the Board of Directors. The institution receives no official economic support from the United States of America and neither the Board of Directors nor the General Director has ties with the U.S. government; nor do the programs carried out by the Colombo reflect American foreign policy. The Colombo is neither a political nor religious institution.

Services and Departments
English Language Programs.  The Centro Colombo Americano is best known for its English Programs; there are programs for children, teenagers and adults that are offered practically year-round.  The English Programs for Children and Teenagers is the biggest and most successful in the country, inviting children as young as four years old to begin their language learning process in this after school program.  The programs for adults are intense in nature, offering up to 10 academic hours of instruction per week and also include special classes for businesses.  All of the programs also work with special projects and populations based on the need of the public, including offering classes for test preparation and English for Specific Purposes (ESP).    
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Paul Bardwell Contemporary Art Gallery.  Art is one of humanity’s needs. It is an end which generates the capacity to differentiate and strengthen creativity in society; thus, since 1985 the Centro Colombo Americano has been offering a solid program for art exhibits. Currently, the Paul Bardwell Contemporary Art Gallery develops programs for the diffusion of art and the support of local and international artists, furthering creative and educational processes through the creative expression of contemporary art. Performance, photography, rituals, artistic installations, works in situ, and other manifestations are the conducting axis of a discourse containing a strong social and environmentally responsible character.
Library and Bookstore.  The library of the Centro Colombo Americano Medellín offers a variety of services and resources for the general public. It has specialized collections in the areas of English teaching and learning, cinema, art, music, and world literature. Its video and music collections are comprised of more than 4,000 titles each. The Cinema and Art Documentation Center offers a great variety of visual and plastic art material for public viewing. 

Eighty percent of the 75,000 volumes of the CCA Library are in English, but there are several collections in French, German, and Spanish among others. The CCA Library offers  several extension activities, which further cultural and intellectual development, enabling its users to enjoy reading, learn about other cultures, and have more intimate contact with the English language.  All in all, the totality of the library’s services, specialized areas and multicultural component make it unique in the region and in the country.

Educational Advising for Educational Opportunities Abroad.  The decision to study or undertake an exchange program abroad is one of the best decisions you can make.  But it can also be complicated because of the all the requirements that are necessary.  In the U. S. alone, one can find a wide range of programs to meet their general and specific needs. 
There are programs for English studies, undergraduate and graduate studies, internships, short-term work programs, exchanges, etc.   
The objective of the Educational Advising Office is to provide updated and accurate orientation about these and related processes in order for interested people to have the best information possible before embarking on this journey.  Additionally, the Educational Advising Office offers exchange programs for high school students, teachers and university students.  The office also administers exams of all sorts, from tests needed by local private companies, schools and universities to globally-recognized ones such as the TOEFL, IELTS and TKT.  
Cinema Department.  The CCA offers an array of movies and festivals to the general public at a reasonable cost.  Straying away from the Hollywood fare, the CCA’s Cinema Department focuses on offering movies that are more artistic and cerebral in nature; it is one of the very few places in the city where moviegoers can see this type of programming.  At different times of the year, the CCA offers festivals such as Eurocine, the French film festival and the gay and lesbian film festival among others.  

Social Awareness Programs.  One of the strongest components of the Centro Colombo Americano’s portfolio is its programs that focus on reaching out to at-risk and vulnerable communities with the aim of including them in artistic, cultural and educational programs that enrich their lives.  Participation in these programs is free; all aspects involved in undertaking these programs are fully sponsored by third parties and the Centro Colombo Americano.  Some of these social programs include Desearte Paz, Arte y Escuela, Arte e Infancia, Creating New Opportunities Through English, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Fellowship Program, Adopt A Community Through English and many others. 
Medellin, Colombia

Medellin is a city nestled in the valleys of Andes Mountain in the northwestern part of the country.  The population of Medellin is nearly 2.5 million, making it the second largest city in Colombia.  Known for its year-round pleasant weather, Medellin is known as the City of Eternal Spring; because of its nearness to the Equator, Medellin does not experience traditional seasons.  Rather, the weather is almost always comfortable, 15 to 30 °C (59 to 86 °F), with sporadic showers.
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A city once famously plagued by drug-related crime, Medellin has seen a remarkable resurgence over the last decade.  Endeavors such as urban renewal programs (e.g. the building of public libraries, cultural centers and parks in underserved areas), advances in public transportation (e.g. Metro and Metro Cable systems), the programming of national and international cultural events (e.g. Colombiamoda, The Flowers Parade, hosting the 2010 South American Games) have made Medellin a very exciting tourist attraction that many foreigners are now adding to their “must-see” list when visiting the sub-continent.  Medellin is also the Colombian city famous for its varied and up-to-date shopping, active nightlife and delicious cuisine.  On the weekends, many people take a short drive to the outskirts of town in order to enjoy in the spectacular natural resources this country has to offer.
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For all Medellin’s of its positive aspects, none can compare to its inhabitants, known as Paisas. Paisas are known for their welcoming and friendly nature, especially towards foreigners.  They go out of their way to make sure all of Medellin’s visitors feel safe and well-taken care of during their stay.  Furthermore, the clear diction of their spoken Spanish makes this part of Colombia perfect for those who want to learn and practice this language.  The warmth, generosity and pacific nature of the Paisas are the main reasons why so many foreigners arrive here and find themselves wanting to come back time and again. 
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Go Global Program Proposal for the Centro Colombo Americano in Medellin
Overview and Justification. Medellin, and Colombia as a whole, is fast becoming a popular tourist and study attraction for many people.  More and more, Colombia is being seen as a very feasible vacation destination but at the same time, it’s also becoming the focal point for educational and professional endeavors such as university and language studies and gaining practical experience in the classroom.  These people know the importance of having experience abroad on their résumés and thanks to Medellin’s vastly improved security, many schools and businesses have been the beneficiaries of the influx of young professionals.    

The main goal of this proposal is to have the Centro Colombo Americano (CCA) designated as a location for Go Global volunteers from the United States, Canada and other countries that participate in this program.  The CCA has been receiving full and part-time foreign staff for many years; some of them are employed directly with the institution while others come through partnerships with organizations that offer these young people internships and practicum experiences in their fields of study.  Most of these people have come onto our staff as English as a Foreign Language teachers and usually stay on for at least one academic year.
In keeping with the quality of English instruction and related services we offer to our public and by fortifying the professional development of Go Global volunteers, the CCA aims to offer a dynamic environment where they can undertake these activities.  The CCA is a place that is rich in culture and allows foreign teachers to easily immerse themselves in the local culture while gaining valuable work experience.   Furthermore, Medellin is an ideal place to learn and practice Spanish for its clear and easily-understood dialect.
Job Description and Responsibilities.  The Go Global volunteers, once placed at the CCA, would have to complete some or all of the activities listed below; he or she must have the preparation and desire to undertake all of the activities when deemed necessary.  We ask that the volunteers:
1. Receive the proper academic training in the CCA curriculum which includes orientation sessions, the assignment of a mentor, classroom observations and feedback meetings;

2. Teach 35 academic hours a week of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classes to students aged 16 and up.  Classes, which run between Monday and Saturday depending on the program, last between 1 ½ and 4 academic hours; an academic hour is composed of 45 minutes of instruction in class and 15 minutes out-of-class activities such as class preparation, teachers meetings, etc.  The total of academic hours worked also includes other, out-of-class activities that the volunteer may undertake such as tutoring, conversation clubs, etc.*
3. Prepare all classes in a efficient and organized manner;

4. Comply with institutional policies which include completing assessment of students at the end of each course, being prepared for parent/teacher meetings, among others.

5. Attend all teacher training sessions and meetings offered by the CCA;  

6. Lead hour-long conversation clubs in English for students aged 16 and up;*  

7. Offer 30-minute tutoring sessions to students when assigned to do so;
8. Participate actively in creating and maintaining a professional and positive atmosphere within the institution.

*In the case of classes with children and adolescents, the CCA would ask for prior experience and a high level of motivation to teach in this area beforehand.

Volunteer Profiles.  The CCA is well-known for its well-prepared and effective teaching staff.  The vast majority of our teachers have at least a university degree in many different areas of study.  In order to maintain the high level of teaching standards, the Go Global volunteer should meet these minimum requirements:

1. Be a native speaker of English or have a proven level of near-native linguistic competences in English (TOEFL iBT: 110 or IELTS: Band 6.5);

2. Possess a university degree, preferably.  If not, the candidate should be nearing the end of a 4-year university program;

3. Have a 60 program hour TESL of TEFL certificate if the university degree is not related to Education,  teaching or languages;

4. Commit to at least a 6 months’ consecutive stay in the CCA program, preferably beginning in January or July;

5. Be available to teach at all of the sites where the institution gives English instruction.
Pay Structure.  The Colombo Americano’s pay structure for teachers is based on the number of academic hours worked; the base pay is determined by the category in which the teacher falls.  There are a total of 9 pay categories at the moment and assignment into the category is based on a number of factors including the education, area of training and work experience upon entrance into the CCA system.  The Go Global volunteers will be placed in pay categories based on this system and will be required to work at least 35 academic hours a week.  Below the pay categories and monthly wages are detailed.  
	Pay Category
	Hours per Week
	Monthly Salary

	1
	35
	$1,974,000

	2
	35
	$2,072,000

	3
	35
	$2,184,000

	4
	35
	$2,338,000

	5
	35
	$2,534,000

	6
	35
	$2,758,000

	7
	35
	$3,038,000

	8
	35
	$3,374,000

	9
	35
	$3,766,000


Based on the availability of classes and academic activities, Go Global Volunteers may request to work more than 35 hours a week.  The maximum number of hours worked per week is 45.  Below is a chart that details how new teachers are assigned pay categories based on education and work experience.  This chart gives a general idea of how categories are assigned; the final decision is left to the discretion of the Academic Direction since other aspects may also be taken into account such as the completion of other pedagogical training programs, etc.    
	Degree
	Type of Experience
	Duration of Experience
	Pay Category

	Bachelor’s of Arts (BA) or Bachelor’s of Sciences (BS)

	BA/BS in any area
	None
	
	1

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	1

	
	
	3- 4 years
	1

	
	
	5 years or more
	2

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	1

	
	
	3- 4 years
	1

	
	
	5 years or more
	3

	

	BA/BS in a related area
	None
	
	1

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	1

	
	
	3- 4 years
	2

	
	
	5 years or more
	3

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	2

	
	
	3- 4 years
	2

	
	
	5 years or more
	4

	

	BA/BS  in area to be taught
	None
	
	3

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	3

	
	
	3- 4 years
	3

	
	
	5 years or more
	4

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	3

	
	
	3- 4 years
	3

	
	
	5 years or more
	5

	Masters of Arts (MA) or Masters of Sciences (MS)

	MA/MS in any area
	None
	
	4

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	4

	
	
	3- 4 years
	4

	
	
	5 years or more
	5

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	5

	
	
	3- 4 years
	5

	
	
	5 years or more
	6

	

	MA/MS in a related area
	None
	
	5

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	5

	
	
	3- 4 years
	6

	
	
	5 years or more
	7

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	7

	
	
	3- 4 years
	7

	
	
	5 years or more
	8

	

	MA/MS in area to be taught
	None
	
	6

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	6

	
	
	3- 4 years
	7

	
	
	5 years or more
	8

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	7

	
	
	3- 4 years
	7

	
	
	5 years or more
	9

	Doctorate in Philosophy (Ph.D.)

	Ph.D. in any area
	None
	
	7

	
	Teaching in General
	1 -2 years
	7

	
	
	3- 4 years
	7

	
	
	5 years or more
	8

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 -2 years
	8

	
	
	3- 4 years
	8

	
	
	5 years or more
	9

	

	Ph.D.  in area to be taught
	None
	
	8

	
	Teaching in General
	1 – 5  years
	8

	
	
	More than 5 years
	9

	
	EFL / ESL Teaching
	1 – 5 years
	9

	
	
	More than 5 years
	9


Colombia is a relatively economical place to live; the cost of rent and transportation are very agreeable compared to other South American countries.  Included below is a table of estimated costs for a single person who wishes to live alone in an upper middle class,
 one bedroom apartment within walking distance of the Centro Colombo Americano’s main site in the downtown area of Medellin.  
The total of the monthly salary for each Go Global volunteer will be paid directly to the YMCA Colombia.


The CCA’s Commitment to the Go Global Volunteer.
1. Provide the necessary training and orientation to volunteers before beginning teaching duties;

2. Provide a guaranteed number of 35 academic work hours per week;

3. Provide access to the additional CCA services that all teachers receive including materials from the Resources Room, access to the Multimedia Learning Center, the library, conferences, movies and special events such as the Center’s annual Teachers’ Day activities, English Language Teaching Conference, Thanksgiving dinner, etc.;
4. Provide ongoing teacher training sessions throughout the year;

5. Provide the required evaluation and follow-up on job performance (to be sent to the proper administrative personnel at the YMCA Colombia);

In conclusion, the Centro Colombo Americano in Medellin is widely considered one of the best places to teach in the city because of the infrastructure that gives teachers a great deal of support from the very first day.  Furthermore, the work atmosphere is very open and welcoming so foreign teachers often find new friends and mentors almost immediately.  The classroom environment is also extremely friendly and our students make these teachers feel very welcome.  Also, the location of the CCA’s main site gives foreigners the chance to be fully immersed in Colombian culture and almost always report real improvement in their Spanish competences.  But overall, it is the friendliness and helpful nature of this city’s habitants that makes Medellin a wonderful place to live and grow personally and professionally.  Our foreign teachers almost always end up staying much longer than originally anticipated because of these factors and we are sure that the Go Global volunteers will have similar experiences.
Contact information

Primary Contact

Jeremy L. McNeal

Academic Director

Centro Colombo Americano – Medellin

Carrera 45 No. 53 – 24 AA 8734

Medellin, Colombia

+(574) 513 – 4444 ext. 244

jmcneal@colomboworld.com; leonmac17@yahoo.com
Secondary Contact
Michael Cooper

General Director

Centro Colombo Americano – Medellin

Carrera 45 No. 53 – 24 AA 8734

Medellin, Colombia

+(574) 513 – 4444 ext. 151

mcooper@colomboworld.com
MISSION


The Centro Colombo Americano de Medellín is a non-profit cultural organization where human development is promoted through programs and services that foster the exchange of knowledge among Colombia, the United States and other countries.





VISION


To be an organization that integrates different publics, services and programs through cultural and intellectual interactions, thus fostering social growth that is based on respect for diversity and aligned with development plans of the region and the world.





PHILOSOPHY


The Centro Colombo Americano in Medellin believes in the humanistic values of openness, generosity, autonomy and diversity.  The foundation of our philosophy of human relations is grounded in:


�RESPECT        COOPERATION


THOUGHTFULNESS       EQUALITY


HONESTY





Estimated Monthly Expenditures in Medellin (Colombian Pesos)


Rent & Utilities on bedroom apartment (approx.):       $	800.000


Food (approx.): 						           250.000





TOTAL (estimated)					           $      1,250,000

















iIn Medellin, there are 6 socio-economic strata.  The area in question here is the downtown sector of Medellin which is generally classified as socio-economic stratum four (4).





