Federal Motorcoach/Transportation Legislation that may impact YOU

Attention Camping Colleagues - From the YUSA Government Relations Office:

Members of both the House and Senate have introduced legislation that is designed to create new requirements for “motorcoach” buses, like making Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDL) mandatory for drivers of those buses, that travel state to state (interstate). These pieces of legislation were motivated by recent high profile tragic accidents involving buses There are important differences between the House (HR 1396) and Senate (S 554) versions (see attached Issue Brief and side-by-side legislative comparison chart). 

Overall, the safety of our children and staff is the number one priority of every YMCA association and camp.   However, it is important for YMCAs to let Members of Congress know about the potentially unreasonable impact of key features of the bills, including: (1) requiring a CDL for all drivers of 9-15 passenger vans [S 554], (2) requiring all drivers of vehicles to be involved in the vehicle inspection process [HR 1396], (3) requiring the installation of electronic incident monitors (black boxes) in all passenger vans designated as commercial vehicles [HR 1396].

NOTE: YMCA of the USA’s Government Relations and Policy Office is currently receiving comments from  interested Ys and Camps that think that any of these provisions might be unreasonably onerous, costly or burdensome. We will then be organizing meetings with key sponsors of the legislation to begin a dialogue with them on potential changes to the legislation. YUSA is already coordinating our lobbying efforts with the American Camping Association (ACA) which has also recognized the importance of this issue to their movement (many of whom are YMCAs).  Send your comments via email to:  Richard.Bland@ymca.net           --- we are not sure on the timing of this, so the sooner we have your concerns the better! 

Warm Regards, 

Jim Weaton
